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Ecological literacy and sustainable livelihoods?

¿Enseñanza ecológica y formas de ganarse la vida  
de manera sustentable?
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The real crisis in the world is not in the financial economy and its current state, but rather, the crises in Nature’s economy. Moreo-
ver, we are not providing our children with the educational foundation for developing critical thinking and ethical decision-making 
skills, particularly with regard to these serious long-term ecological challenges.

Directly related to these crises in Nature’s economy is the fact that for the most part sustainable livelihoods do not exist in our 
very artificial conventional economic systems. Our current (and past) economies, and most of our livelihoods that come from these 
socio-political/economic systems, are destroying soils, water, the air we breathe, and the climate which sustains life -and these unsus-
tainable livelihoods are doing away with the organisms and their ecological communities with which we as humans must associate 
for quality life.

We need comprehensive and intensive long-range plans of action which would involve small neighborhood and rural schools -with 
separate elementary, middle school and high school campuses placed side by side and in concert with “the Land” and “Nature”. Such 
ecologically-sound school systems can help to realize sustainable livelihoods for local communities and the world, livelihoods which 
involve some of the following:

–– Educated holistic and ethical decision-makers;
–– Folk who dedicate their lives to focusing on the poor as recipients of appropriate quality education, knowledge, franchisement, 

empowerment, power, and resources;
–– Teachers of reading, writing and arithmetic who are striving to meet our local and global challenges within a holistic, partici-

patory/hands-on, site-based curriculum of applied ecology;
–– Folk in all disciplines and roles in life who are Positively Ethical Applied Community Ecologists and who live light on the 

Land;
True PEACEmakers!


